Dec 5 2007

Dear Nelson Before Nine and kootenay community,

Hi Nelson and everyone,

I am Joel Kirambo, a Kenyan man from the slum, aged 21 years.  I was born on Rusinga Island and raised in Mathare slum.  Mathare is one of the largest slums in the world, and in Africa.  The slum is a residence to people who are not rich at all, many (85%) are unemployed due to excessive corruption, lack of education, resources and opportunity.  But despite this, this is also a place full of talent. Still people have such a hard time getting out of the slum.  Talent and skills and hard work is not enough in this world.  The nationwide unemployment rate is somewhere around 70%, and classism and reduced opportunity is something we face. 

For three months now I have known Jamie Makena MacBeth from Canada.  We talked so much together, long, long talks and finally we all came together hoping to address these issues.  This is how the Ghetto Arts Collective came to be. Also known as GAC.  GAC is to handle artists from the ghetto, support people with artistic talents and help youth find community and opportunity together.  Art can create many dreams.

In the slums around Nairobi there are many issues people face. Issues like rape, drug abuse, illiteracy, dangerous and illegal abortions, gangs, violence, pollution and many illnesses that retard development of people.  This makes ghettos such dangerous places ruled by tragedy and poverty of spirit.

In the Ghetto Arts collective to begin it there are three of us, Jamie Makena, Stevo Owino and me, Joel. We are founding members taking parts in many things to make it a success.

In GAC we want to support artists by giving them a fair price for arts. This way they can live and dream and maybe build their lives, maybe have a chance to increase skills.  Then we want to go back to slum and teach outreach programmes to slum youth and help them. Having somewhere safe to go, and something good to do, to believe in can save many lives from being lost or from being miserable.

GAC outreach, though we are few, is already much. HIV/AIDS, art programmes, theatre, yoga and acrobats. WE dream of more programs and more impact.

We have worked with Safe Spaces, an empowerment club for young women in slum.

We dream of a space that is safe and good and youth can come to us to learn and grow.

GAC is building a strong foundation but with very few resources and with much financial disability. WE just sent so many cards to Canada for the first time to raise funds for GAC. WE want to thank the kootenay coop and kootenay coop radio so much for their love and support, it is such a chance for us. Maybe soon many artists in slum will have a reason to smile. 

My very big dream is that GAC can help change the slums into a place with hope and some hardworking people. Let these people who are rich in spirit and heart also have spaces and lives that are secure and healthy.

I feel quite well being a member of GAC because is where I think my future lies as a ghetto artist and idealy wish that all artists in the ghettos should.

I see the role of GAC to be Learning,shairing,selling and exchanging ideas for a better ghetto, for better opportunity, to bring pride and courage to people of the ghetto. Maybe not just in Kenya, but maybe in the whole world. Also bringing artists together of all ways of life to share and learn from each other. 

Thank you so much for everything. We think of you so much and are so happy and grateful. Sincerely, joel kirambo

